
of relevant and useful community 

resources, a copy of the affordable 

housing powerpoint, as well as a 

pre– and post survey (translated to 

multiple languages) to gauge im-

pact along with areas of strength 

and improvement.  

Overall the information sessions 

were well-attended and well-

received by the community.  In 

order to maximize participation in 

the second session, attendees were 

broken down into smaller focus 

groups based on their areas of 

interest to discuss specific issues 

that mattered to them. 

According to Khadija, who partici-

pated in the second session, she 

found this to be very helpful and 

was very grateful for the availabil-

ity of interpretation and child care 

services. 

For more information about this 

partnership and the good work 

evolving from it, please call our 

office at (503) 579-6621 or visit 

our website at : www.metpdx.org/

affordable housing.  

Over the past few months, MET 

and Home Forward have engaged 

in a very unique and engaging 

partnership aimed at bringing our 

community together. In order to 

better understand and prepare for 

the consequences of the expansion 

of the light rail along the SW Cor-

ridor upon Affordable Housing, it 

was critical to hear first hands 

from current and future residents 

and have an outlet for them to 

voice their concerns and make 

their challenges heard. Towards 

that end, two informational ses-

sions were specifically crafted to 

provide this outlet. We hosted 

these sessions in two separate ven-

ues to provide better accessibility 

to our target populations: One was 

held on a Thursday evening (Sept 

27) at the Muslim Educational 

Trust and a second was held on a 

Saturday afternoon (Oct 13) in the 

heart of the SW Corridor at Mark-

ham Elementary School. About 50

-60 people in aggregate attended 

these events. In order to enhance 

accessibility and facilitate commu-

nity participation at these events, 

child care was provided in addition 

to interpreters in Somali, Spanish, 

and Arabic languages. 

The goal was to bring awareness to 

affordable housing, eligibility 

guidelines, application logistics, 

etc. to members of the community 

at large, while also showing a 

graphical display of areas within 

the SW Corridor impacted by the 

Trimet expansion project.  

The event fliers were also translat-

ed to different languages to help 

spread the word, and invites were 

shared with mailing lists and 

neighbors by word of mouth to 

over 2,000 people in aggregate. 

Community members were partic-

ularly interested in new develop-

ments and also getting on the wait-

ing list. Current residents were 

concerned about the higher rents 

that will directly result from the 

expansion project and had con-

cerns about having to relocate to 

possibly farther neighborhoods 

that will involve their children 

potentially changing their schools. 

We also sought to bring to the 

participants various resources in 

the community that would be help-

ful to them including affordable 

housing rent and ownership op-

tions, rent assistance, advising 

services, healthcare services,  etc. 

for low-income families and chil-

dren. These organizations tabled 

informational tables at these ses-

sions and engaged in active discus-

sion with participants seeking to 

learn more about their products 

and services. A short synopsis of 

these organizations is provided in 

this newsletter for the reader’s 

future reference. 

Participants at both sessions re-

ceived packets with a compilation 
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Continued from Page 2; For the Full Powerpoint by Home Forward, please visit  

www.metpdx.org/index.php/resources/affordable-housing 
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HOW TO FIND AFFORDABLE HOUSING TO OWN: 

 Habitat for Humanity 

 Proud Ground 
 
OTHER RESOURCES: 

 Community Partners for Affordable Housing CPAH 

 Washington County Housing Services 

 The City of Portland: Planning and Sustainability 

 Neighborhood House 

 Community Alliance for Tenants (CAT) 

 Momentum Alliance 

 Unite Oregon 

 Islamic Social Services for 
Oregon State 

 Guidance Residential 

 Health Care for All Oregon  

https://www.metpdx.org/index.php/resources/affordable-housing
https://www.habitat.org/
https://proudground.org/
http://www.cpahinc.org/
https://www.co.washington.or.us/housing/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/
http://www.nhpdx.org/
http://oregoncat.org/
https://www.momentumalliance.org/
http://www.uniteoregon.org/
http://i-sos.org/
http://i-sos.org/
https://www.guidanceresidential.com
https://www.hcao.org/
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Phone: (503) 579-6621 

Fax: (503) 590-0201 

E-mail us your feedback and suggestions at: 

leadership@metpdx.org 

The Muslim Educational Trust (MET) was founded in 1993 to be a source of 

healing and unifying for our Portland community, both Muslim and non-Muslim. 

MET is dedicated to the betterment of our society, and strives to achieve its pur-

pose through education, cooperation, networking, and programs which benefit 

Muslims and non-Muslims in the greater Portland metro area. In this spirit, a 

collaboration was formed this Fall 2018 with Home Forward and Metro to ad-

dress the needs, challenges, and opportunities that community members face 

when it comes to affordable housing especially around the SW Corridor where 

the anticipated Trimet expansion has raised concerns over affordability of hous-

ing in the vicinity, which will directly impact families in our community, both 

Muslim and non-Muslim. 
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dwelling in the same unit. 

The bus tours will be scheduled 

in the new year and will be 

followed with a group discus-

sion where participants will be split up into 

smaller groups to compile their feedback, 

suggestions, and recommendations regarding 

architectural design of affordable housing 

units.  

This is an important step to making the bene-

ficiaries of affordable housing projects stake-

holders and making their voices heard to the 

decision making parties who build, design, 

and renovate these units. 

Two major events are planned in 2019 as a 

culmination to this partnership effort between 

MET and Home Forward.  

In the next stage, we will be browsing afford-

able housing units in a uniquely organized bus 

tour of the different facilities in the vicinity of 

the SW Corridor. The goal of these visits is to 

get feedback from present and future residents 

about changes or additions they would like to 

see in the architectural design of the units. 

Design of areas like the kitchen and living 

room may require special attention especially 

when it comes to residents with larger extend-

ed families with children and grandparents 

We invite all vested community members to 

join these events. If you have any questions or 

need more information, please call us or send 

us an email.  

Information about these upcoming events in 

2019 is also posted on our MET website. 

 

More to come in 2019... 

Serving the community through excellence in education and community building since 1993 

This publication is made possible by a partnership between MET and Home Forward (a federally-sanctioned housing authority 

for Multnomah County), made possible by grant funding from Metro and the Federal Transit Administration. 

Visit us at 

www.metpdx.org 

Meet our Team 

Left to Right:  
Iman Mahamud and Ayni Amir,  

MET Interns and Community Volunteers 

Ms. Pamela Kambur oversees focus 
group discussion on Affordable Housing 
Rentals at Info Session on Oct 13, 2018 

at Markham Elementary School MET’s Board Member, Jawad Khan, Welcomes Guests to  
Informational Session at MET on Sept 27, 2018 


