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الزكاة ھي مورد مالي يجب ان يستثمر ويستخدم في تمويل المشروعات الخيريه التنموية والتي تفيد
في تشغيل العاطلين ،و تعليم الجاھلين ،والدعوة الى ﷲ وقد أيد ھذا الرأي جمع من العلماء
المحدثين من أمثال الشيخ بن جبرين والشيخ بن القعود والسيد صديق حسن خان والسيد رشيد رضا
والشيخ محمود شلتوت والشيخ حسنين مخلوف والشيخ يوسف القرضاوي والشيخ بن باز ويتلخص
رأيھم في االتي:
•

•

إنّ )في سبيل ﷲ( تعني في األصل ك ّل عمل خالص يفعله المسلم تق ّربا ً إلى ﷲ ّ
عز وج ّل
ھذا ھو المعنى اللغوي باتفاق علماء اللغة.
وبما أ ّنه قد ظھرت للمسلمين في ھذا العصر أبواب كثيرة للجھاد في سبيل ﷲ وأھمّھا ما
يتعلّق بالدعوة والتبليغ والتعليم ،وإنشاء المدارس والمراكز المختصّة بذلك ،باإلضافة
إلى رعاية مصالح المسلمين كإنشاء المستشفيات ودور الرعاية وغيرھا ،فإننا نعتقد أنّ
اإلنفاق في ھذه األبواب يص ّح من أموال الزكاة.

وبالتالي فإنّ صرف أموال الزكاة في مشروع مؤسسة الوقف التعليمي األسالمي جائز إن شاء ﷲ
يثاب فاعله وندعوا ﷲ ان يكتبھا له علما ً نافعا ً يأخذ أجره الى يوم القيامة.
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Zakah is a Valuable Way to Help
the Cause of Islamic Education

Published with permission from UK Islamic Education Waqf (UKIEW)

Zakah is the third pillar of Islam. The Arabic word Zakah means to “purify or cleanse.” Zakah is to be paid once a
year on savings at the rate of 2.5%. This rate applies to cash, bank savings and gold and silver jewelry.

َ ً ۟ َ ُۡخ ۡذ م ِۡن أَ ۡم َوٲل ِِھم
(١٠٣) ك َس َك ۟نٌ لَّھُمۡ ۗ َوٱ َّ ُ َسمِي ٌع َعلِي ٌم
َ صلَ ٰو َت
َ َّص ِّل َعلَ ۡي ِھمۡ ۖ إِن
َ يہم ِبہَا َو
ِ ص َد َقة ُتط ِّھ ُرھُمۡ َو ُت َز ِّك
Of their goods take alms, so thou mightest purify and sanctify them; And pray on their behalf.
Verily thy prayers are a source of security for them: And Allah is One Who heareth and knoweth.
(Surah Al-Tawbah 9:103)
It is an obligatory prescription upon every eligible Muslim to pay Zakah. As one of the basic pillars of Islam,
the payment of Zakah is as essential as offering prayer (As-Salah) regularly, fasting during the month of
Ramadan, going for Hajj at least once in one’s lifetime and believing sincerely in the Shahadah (testimony) that
there is only one God, and Muhammad is His messenger.
Guidelines for distributing the prescribed Zakah each year have been addressed and mentioned on several
occasions in the Quran and Sunnah. Allah swt reveals to us the following in Surah At-Tawbah, verse 60:

ۡ
ۡ ُ ص َد َق ٰـ
َّ إِ َّنمَا ٱل
ِ ِين َو ۡٱل َع ٰـ ِملِينَ َعلَ ۡيہَا َو ۡٱلم َُؤلَّ َف ِة قُلُو ُبہُمۡ وَ فِى ٱلرِّ َقا
ِ َّ يل ٱ
ِ ب َو ۡٱل َغ ٰـ ِرمِينَ وَ فِى س َِب
ِ ت لِلفُ َقرَ آ ِء َوٱل َم َس ٰـك
۟
۟
َّ
َّ
(٦٠) ل َف ِريض ًَة ِّمنَ ٱ ِۗ َوٱ ُ َعلِي ٌم حَ ڪِي ٌم
ۖ ِ َو ۡٱب ِن ٱلس َِّبي
Indeed alms are for the poor and the needy, and those employed to administer the (funds); and those whose hearts have been
(recently) reconciled (to truth); and those in bondage and in debt; and in the cause of Allah; and for the wayfarer: (Thus is
it) ordained by Allah, and Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom.
(Surah Al-Tawbah 9:60)
In light of the above verse, there are eight categories of people for whom and services for which it is
permissible to distribute Zakah:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The poor
The needy
Those who collect Zakah
Those whose hearts are to be reconciled
To free a captive
Those in debt
In the way of Allah
The wayfarer

These eight legitimate venues for distributing Zakah money have been extensively studied by various Muslim
scholars, both past and present, as they apply to different circumstances.
It is acceptable in Islamic Law to distribute Zakah to the eight categories listed above when and where it is
considered to be most needed. One condition of spending Zakah under these categories is that it should be
given to the recipient in person and cannot be used for building a facility, paying maintenance or utility bills,
and the such.
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Zakah for Education:
One of the main priorities of today is the education of young Muslims, in order to preserve and develop their
Islamic identity and self-awareness. Muslim scholars consider it a fundamental duty for community members
and parents to ensure that their children receive a sound Islamic education both at school and at home.
A valuable way to help the cause of Islamic Education, particularly in non-Muslim countries is to distribute
Zakah Feesabeelillah (in the way of Allah) , Lil-Fuqara (for the poor), and/or Lil-Masakeen (for the needy).
Such use of Zakah is approved by the major schools of Islamic thought.
To fulfill this condition, however, Zakah should be collected and held under a special-category fund. Parents who
cannot afford school fees to educate their children Islamically and bring them up as Muslims will be identified by
the Muslim schools or other educational institutions the children attend or hope to attend if the fees can be paid.
The Zakah money is given to these families directly or indirectly (i.e. to the educational institution) and is used to
pay their fees and, if required, other basic necessities of their education. Teachers of the message of Islam are also
entitled to be paid from such a special Zakah fund.

Guidelines and Conditions for Legitimate Zakah Spending
The following guidelines may be used by schools and other educational institutions concerning the use of Zakah
funds to meet their expenses. Essentially, there are three general headings under which Zakah may be
distributed toward the advancement of Islamic education:
1.
2.
3.

Feesabeelillah (in the way of Allah)
Lil-Fuqara (for the poor)
Lil-Masakeen (for the needy)

To follow, each of these venues will be discussed in more detail.

1. Feesabeelillah (in the way of Allah)
It has been agreed that using Zakah to pay for the cost of preparing a Muslim teacher or educator to dispense
Islamic knowledge amongst Muslims, in an effort to help them stand firm and maintain their Islamic identity,
may fall under the heading of Feesabeelillah. In a more extended sense, it can also refer to the production and
distribution of Islamic books and materials to spread the message of Islam, although some caution is called for
in this latter respect. Hence, it can be said that Zakah may be used to:
1) Send Muslim teachers to Islamic schools to explain to the students the basics of Islam,
2) Pay those teaching the religion of Islam, and
3) Publish Islamic materials, books and teaching aids, and distribute them.
It is not allowed, however, to use Zakah monies under the heading of Feesabeelillah to fund the building of
facilities, bridges, hospitals, or mosques.

2. Lil-Fuqara (for the poor)
This heading basically means the poor; i.e. those with no income or no means of support. It is obvious that
someone in such a position may not have the resources to educate his or her child in an Islamic way, being
unable to pay for school fees. Such a person may be given Zakah.
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Contemporary scholars such as Sheikh Ibn Gibrien and Sheikh Ibn Qaoud say that it is allowed to give Zakah to
those Muslims who do not have sufficient earnings to cover their children’s educational needs, or to enter them
into Islamic schools in non-Muslim societies. There are two schools of thought with regards to whom the Zakah
funds may be distributed to. Sheikh Ibn Qaoud believes that it is necessary to give the Zakah directly to the
recipient who then will hand it over to the school to cover tuition, books, etc., whereas Sheikh Ibn Gibrien feels it
is permissible to pay the Zakah directly to the school toward covering the educational expenses for children of
these families as long as the parents or guardians of these children are aware that the fees have been paid in part
or in full out of Zakah funds.

3. Lil-Masakeen (for the needy)
Another heading under which Zakah may be payable in respect of children’s education is that of Al-Masakeen
(the needy). That is, if someone has a job, a house, and basic necessities but is unable to afford the expenses of
sending his/her children to an Islamic school. Since education is a basic obligation of each Muslim child, it is
therefore considered to be a legitimate venue for Zakah fund distribution.
Care must be taken when deciding if someone is needy to determine if they are living extravagantly or in
unnecessary luxury. Each case must be considered individually as Zakah may be misused otherwise. If it is
decided that a person is eligible for Zakah to cover school fees, a further decision must be taken about whether
the Zakah should be paid to the recipient or directly to the school. Every effort must be made to ensure that
Islamic Law is observed in this respect.

Summary
In light of the discussion above, it is allowed in Islamic Law to distribute Zakah funds directly or indirectly to
Muslim parents/guardians of children, living in non-Muslim countries, who are poor and/or needy, and as a
result cannot afford to provide their children with their right to an Islamic education. The funds may either be
distributed directly to parents of these children or to the Islamic schools where their children attend. Either
way, the funds will be used to cover the basic education expenses for these children, namely tuition fees, books,
supplies, teachers, etc.

References
The advice and recommendations given in this booklet are based upon the opinions of the following scholars:
• Dr. Sayed Mitwalli El-Darsh (UK Islamic Shariiah Council)
• Dr. Suhaib Hasan Abdul-Gaffar (UK Islamic Shariiah Council)
These sources have referred to various Fatawa expounded by:
• Ibn Hazm
• Ibn Taymiyyah
• Al-Razi
• Sheikh Yusuf Al-Qaradawi
• Sheikh Abdul Aziz Bin Baz
• Sheikh Ibn Gibrien
• Sheikh Ibn Qaoud
And Allah guides best to what is right.
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How MET handles and distributes Zakah donations
MET follows the guidelines and the conditions outlined in this document regarding the distribution of Zakah
funds. Monies identified by our donors as Zakah is designated in a separate and special fund, that is solely used
to cover tuition and education expenses for children of poor or needy families, identified as such by MET’s
Financial Aid Review Committee.
MET’s Financial Aid Review Committee is responsible for diligently and carefully screening student financial
aid applications every year. After much deliberation and examination of the application and supporting
documentation submitted by the applicant family, the committee will identify to the best of its knowledge the
financial need of the applicant families and determine whether these families could be considered poor and/or
needy (Fuqara and/or Masakeen) per the interpretation of legitimate spending venues for Zakah, provided in
this document. If they are identified as such, then Zakah money in the designated fund will be used to cover
education expenses for their children, in the form of tuition, books, supplies, etc.
The financial status of families identified by the committee as poor or needy, is reviewed on an annual basis to
check whether or not their children continue to be eligible for their Islamic education to be funded by Zakah
monies.
MET’s Financial Aid Review Committee exercises extreme diligence and care when identifying families as
needy or poor in order to ensure that the Islamic Law is followed and Zakah funds are properly distributed and
spent per the interpretation provided in this document.

How to Donate to MET
Donations to MET can be in the form of cash, check, credit card, wire transfer, or stocks.
Donate online:

http://www.metpdx.com/supportus.html

Donate by credit card:

Please call (503) 579-6621

Send a check by mail to:

Muslim Educational Trust (MET)
P.O. Box 283, Portland, OR 97207, USA

Wire or stock transfer donations: Please call (503) 579-6621

To get more information about MET and its mission, or talk with someone about making a contribution, please
visit our website at www.metpdx.org. We may also be reached by phone at (503) 579-6621 or by email at
metpdx@metpdx.org.
Jazakum Allahu khairan.
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